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Three Ways Government Systems Distribute Power

Unitary - a form of government in which power is held by one central authority (government: communism, monarchy…)

Confederation - voluntary associations of independent states that, to secure some common purpose, agree to certain limitations on their power (organizations: OPEC, UN, EU)

Federal - a form of government in which power is divided between one central and several regional authorities (government: republic, democracy)

Citizen Participation

Autocratic - government in which one person possesses unlimited power and the citizen has little if any role in the government. 

Oligarchic - government by the few, sometimes a government in which a small group exercises control especially for corrupt and selfish purposes, the citizen has a very limited role. 
Democratic - a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodically held free elections. 
How Governments Determine Citizen Participation -Democratic Governments
Parliamentary - a system of government having the real executive power vested in a cabinet composed of members of the legislature who are individually and collectively responsible to the legislature. 
May have a Prime Minister elected by the legislature.   
(2 Branches: Legislative and Executive)

Presidential - a system of government in which the president is constitutionally independent of the legislature
 (3 Branches: Legislative, Judicial, Executive)

Africa Governments

Kenya - Although Kenya is a republic, individual states are more tightly controlled by the central government than states in the United States.

Kenya had a presidential form of democracy until the election 2007.  After much violence and negotiation, the position of prime minister was established.

The new system requires an unusual power-sharing agreement between the president and the prime-minister. The president is the chief of state and the prime minister is the head of government.  There are over 10 political parties, but most fall into two of the coalition parties that participate in the power-sharing agreement. All citizens 18 and over may vote in elections.

South Africa - South Africa is a parliamentary democracy. The president of South Africa is elected by members of the National Assembly who are elected by the citizens. The president is both the chief of state and the head of government. All citizens 18 and over may vote in elections. However, the national government still appoints the provincial premiers.

Sudan -The U.S. Government officially recognizes the government of Sudan as a Government of National Unity under a 2005 peace agreement meant to reduce violence and bring political stability to the nation. This agreement outlined a power sharing deal between the two major political parties in this country. This government was designed as a transitional authority leading up to free and fair elections in 2009. Unofficially, the current president of Sudan is considered a dictator. The international Criminal Court has issued a warrant for his arrest. The president ejected foreign aid groups in March 2009, creating a humanitarian crisis for millions of Sudanese.

South Sudan - South Sudan became an independent state on 9 July 2011, following a referendum that passed with 98.83% of the vote. In December 2013, a political power struggle broke out between President Kiir and his former deputy Riek Machar, as the president accused Machar and ten others of attempting a coup d'état. Fighting broke out, igniting the South Sudanese Civil War. Ugandan troops were deployed to fight alongside South Sudanese government forces against the rebels. Up to 300,000 people are estimated to have been killed in the war, including notable atrocities such as the 2014 Bentiu massacre. Although both men have supporters from across South Sudan's ethnic divides, subsequent fighting has been communal, with rebels targeting members of Kiir's Dinka ethnic group and government soldiers attacking Nuers. More than 1,000,000 people have been displaced inside South Sudan and more than 400,000 people have fled to neighboring countries, especially Kenya, Sudan, and Uganda, as a result of the conflict.
	
	Type of Government
	Type of Leadership
	. 
	How actual Leader got position
	Role of Citizen in Gov’t
	Freedom

	Sudan
	Republic (fake)

(Dictatorship)
	Dictator
	Dictator
	Military coup – rigged elections
	obey
	Not Free

	South Sudan
	Presidential Democracy
	President
	President
	Elected by Popular Vote – term is up in 2018
	Elect President
	Partly Free

	Kenya
	Presidential Democracy
	President 
	President
	Elected by Popular Vote
	Elect President
	Partly Free

	South Africa
	Parliamentary Democracy
	Prime Minister whose title is President
	President
	Elected by National Assembly

(majority party)
	Elect members of National Assembly
	Free

	Nigeria
	Presidential Democracy
	President
	President – 4 year tem
	Elected by Popular Vote
	Elect President
	Partly Free


